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Application/Control Number: 1 0/607, 1 72 Page ; 

Art Unit: 1756 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Inoue 
(6,61 3,491 ), Yamada (6,453, 1 46), and Kushi (6, 1 87,497) are cited as of interest by the 
Examiner to show toners with particles of similar size used to improve cleaning 
performance. The prior art teaches inorganic particles rather than resin particles having 
a criticallty of characteristics that include resin size, gel ratio, and polarity of the present 
invention and there is nothing of record that makes obvious the use of the inventive 
resin particles in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A. Chapman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 381 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Huff can be reached on 571 -272-1 385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 


Application/Control Number: 10/607,172 Pagj 
Art Unit: 1756 

Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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